
Grantee Spotlight:
Virginia Garcia OB Baby Dental Project
Helping make healthier babies and mothers
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Every day across America babies are
born prematurely or with low birth
weight because the child’s mother
was fighting a periodontal infection
during her pregnancy. Motivated by
the poor oral health they were seeing
in pregnant women, the Virginia
Garcia Dental Clinic in Cornelius,
Ore., developed the OB Baby Dental
Project in 2005 to provide periodontal
screening, treatment and education to
at-risk, uninsured pregnant women
and their families. The results have
been very encouraging.

Now, every pregnant woman who
comes into the Virginia Garcia

Dental Clinic is referred to the OB
Baby Dental Project for periodontal
screening and oral health education.
Most of the patients have some level
of periodontal inflammation and are
referred to a group oral health class
and given dental treatment. Women
without periodontal problems are
still referred to classes that cover
topics such as how to care for your
own teeth and gums, prevention of
baby bottle syndrome, how to care
for your children’s teeth and gums,
and nutrition. Classes, which last
about an hour, include language

Turn to VIRGINIA GARCIA, page 4 �
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DONORS continued from page 7

David Shaffer
Jeffery C. Spathas, DMD
William F. Tainter, DMD
Stephen B. Taylor, DMD
Mary Lou True
Daniel Truong
Dr. William C. and Debra
Underwood
Chris Verbiest
Chandra Wahrgren
Trent M. Westover, DMD
Dr. Jay and Ann Wylam
Charlene Yoder

CONTRIBUTOR –
TOOTH TAXI
SPARE TIRE SOCIETY
$250 - $499

Carl Asai
Winston Asai
Anne G. Barry, DMD
Michael Biermann, DMD
Robert C. Brand
Jack W. Clinton, DMD
Mary Daly
Robert L. Dernedde
Zanley F. Galton, Jr.
Dave Garner
Frank C. Gill
Steven A. Gill
Steven A. Gotter
William A. Guy, DDS
Richard L. Haglund, DMD
Scott Hansen, DMD
Richard Hegdahl
Charles Hesson *
Richard Hikade, DDS
Ann Marie Hofbauer, DMD
Larry Holverson *
Gary S. Hongo, DMD
Sean Jessup
Gregory B. Jones, DMD
J. (Mac) McAndrew Jones
Eugene O. Kelley, DMD
Dr. Richard and Honey Knight
James Laws
Connie Masuoka, DMD
Janell McCartin
James G. McMahan, DMD
Brian A. Mitchell, DMD
Rebecca Lanxon *
Donald J. Paluska, DMD
Allan Pike, DDS
Alanson Randol, DDS
Jeff Reece
William H. Reilly
Donald J. Sirianni, DMD
William S. Taylor, DMD
James H. Tyack, DMD
Gayle M. Wedeking
Timothy B. Welch, MD, DDS
Kenneth Williams
Charles E. Wingard, DMD

DONOR
$1 - $249

Anonymous
Travis Agee
Terry Allan

Thomas E. Bachhuber, Jr., DMD
Dale Barker, DDS
Nancy Belair, RDH
Sean Benson, DDS
Patrick Berg
Athena Bettger, DMD
Richard Bogumil
Diane Bower *
Orville T. Boyle, DMD *
June C. Brandon
Dr. John and Suzanne Bray
Dominique S. Bryant
Martin Bumstead, DDS
Kim Burch
Carolyn M. Cantrell, DMD
K. David Carneiro, DMD
Traci Chambers
May Chang, DDS
Eugene C. Chickinell, DDS
J. Henry Clarke, DMD
Chris Clave
A.J. Colasurdo, DDS
Bobbi Combs
W. W. Crompton, DDS
Ben W. Curtis, DDS
Armin and Peggy Dahms
Robert A. Darke, DDS
Tyler J. Deke
Tom Drake
Colleen W. Dubber
Judy Edgerly
Rob and Barb Edstrom
Julie Eggen
Dr. Lee and Susan Emery
Kurt Ferre', DDS
Chris T. Finlayson, DMD
Rupert Fixott, DMD
Gregory Flannery, DDS
James A. Flerchinger, DDS
Beryl Fletcher *
Debra Florance
Adam A. Francois, DMD
J. Michael Furgason, DDS
W. Quenton Gebeau, DDS
Vernon G. Gilmore, DMD
Daniel E. Gipe, DMD
Dave and Cher Goodknight
Herbert W. Goodman, DDS
Samuel Gottlieb, DDS
Amy Gresbrink
William Gray Grieve, DDS *
Donald A. Griffith, DMD
Kathrine Nash Grinnell
Harold T. Hall, DDS
Johan Hammerstrom
Robert Harold
John W. (Bill) Harris, DMD
Annette Harrison
Debra Harrison
Dorance L. Hayes, DMD
Jeremy Healey
Mike Healey
Shae Healey
Brian Hefele
Renee Herb *
Richard J. Hikade, DDS
Bill Hockett *
Malcolm Hodge
Kenneth Hoiland
Mark C. Holzgang
David Hooff
Roger Hubbard

Daniel D. Jackson, DDS
D. Joe Jenson, DMD
Teresa Johnson
James Jones
Robert Karby, DMD *
Richard B. Keller
Janis Kimball, RDH
Anna M. Knecht, DMD
Michelle A. Knopf
Jan Kooning, DMD *
William E. Kuehlthau, DMD
Mitsugu Kunugiyama
Rebecca Kuperstein, DDS
Dr. Michael & Karen Lacey
Dr. James and Alice Layport
Gary D. Lewellyn, DMD
Lee C. Long, DDS
April Love, DDS
David Luther
Robert B. MacIlveen, DMD
Evelyn Manners
Kelly Martin
Frederick J. Massar, DMD
Malcolm and Linda Mathes
Melvin Matsuda, DMD
Nancy McCloskey
Matt Moen
Weston K. Morrill, DMD
Dr. Fred and Karen Mueller *
Megan Muth-Larson, DMD
Howard W. Mylander, DMD
Marcia A. Nado, RDH
Ronald K. Nakata, DMD
Vanessa Nehrkorn
Myloan Tan Nguyen, RDH
Gerald C. Olson, DMD
Thomas V. Orazio, DMD
Kelsey Palmer
Kathleen M. Parker, RDH
J. J. Perkiomaki, DMD
Richard J. Petralia
Amy Picolet, RDH
Frederick Prier
Doug Pugh
Julie Rash
Darren Ravassipour, DDS
Steven D. Richardson, DMD
Dennis J. Roberton, DMD
Shawn Roerig, RDH
Karleanne Rogers
Roxanne Sakshaug
Mehdi Salari, DMD
Sue Sanzi-Schaedel
Daniel Saucy, DMD
Molly D. Saunders, DMD
Deborah Savage
Chester and Carolyn Schmidt, III
Debra Schulstad Foster, RDH
Mary Skoien
Bethany G. Spence
Holly Spruance *
Mary Steele
Sally A. Steelhammer
Scott L. Strong, DMD, MS
Robert J. Swanberg, DMD
Margaret Thornburg
Steven W. Thurn, DMD
Steven E. Timm, DMD
Alan Timmons
Ann L. Tompkins, RDH
Cindy Van Ordstrand, RDH
Jana Vanik-Burns
Daniel R. Vodvarka, DDS
Carl B. Vorhies, DDS

Allison Walker, RDH
Joel D. Wasserman, DDS
Steven C. Weintraub, DDS
Sheryl K. Weissman, DDS
H. Kim Wood, DDS
Peter and Jeanne Wood
Peter M. Yonan, DMD
and Anne Scott

IN HONOR:

Rickland G. Asai, DMD
– Christmas wishes

Dominique Bryant
Bobbi Combs
Vanessa Nehrkorn
Kelsey Palmer
Bethany Spence

Fred Bremner, DMD
– Thanks for your tireless work

and dedication for a better
organized profession
Dr. Don and Marilyn Sirianni

– Thank you for all your support
and great photography
The Dental Foundation of Oregon

Jack Clinton, DMD
– Robert B. MacIlveen, DMD

Ben W. Curtis, DDS
– Dr. William and Kathy Ten Pas

Jane "The Tooth" Doyle
Peter and Jeanne Wood

Weston W. Heringer, Jr., DMD
– His dedication to children

Katherine Nash Grinnell

David W. Howerton, DMD and
Gabriel M. Kennedy, DMD
– Speaker honorarium

Marion County Dental
Hygiene Study Club

Lora and Jim Mattsen
– In support of the Portland

Marathon
Athena Bettger, DMD
Kurt Ferré, DDS
Sue Sanzi-Schaedel

ODA Leadership
Conference Speakers
Drs. Burton, Price, Smith and
Mr. Terry Pancoast
– The Oregon Dental Association

The ODS College
of Dental Sciences
– Anonymous

The School of
Dentistry Hygiene Program
– Brian A. Mitchell, DMD

Thank you to our
referring dentists
– Paul M. Madden, DMD and

Endodontic Associates

IN MEMORY:

David B. Brandon, DMD
– June C. Brandon

Betsy Burton
– David J. Dowsett, DMD

Kim Burch
Traci Chambers
Julie Rash
Roxanne Sakshaug
Mary Skoien

Gillian Carneiro
– K. David Carneiro, DMD

Robert Clark, DDS
– Nancy McCloskey and Family

Barbara Darke
– Dr. Ken and Susan Berg

Dr. William and Kathy Ten Pas
The DFO Board of Directors
and Staff

Douglas Eustace, DMD
– James G. McMahan, DMD

Robert S. Flannery
– Gregory R. Flannery, DDS

Sean Matsuda
– Melvin Matsuda, DDS

Ed Meihoff, DMD
– Dr. James and Alice Layport

George Muck, DMD
– Fred E. Scott, DMD

Robert J. Schulstad, DMD
– Debra Schulstad Foster, RDH

Jeanette Stafford, RDH
– William Tainter, DMD

Hal M. Tyack, CDT
– My late father inspiried me to

become a dentist
James H. Tyack, DMD

Vaughn Wedeking, DDS
– Armin and Peggy Dahms

Colleen W. Dubber
Rob and Barb Edstrom
Dr. Lee and Susan Emery
Dave and Cher Goodknight
Johan Hammerstrom
Mitsugu Kunugiyama
Malcolm and Linda Mathes
Chester and Carolyn Schmidt, III
Mary Steele, Mike Healey,
Jeremy Healey, Shae Healey
Carl B. Vorhies, DDS

– In memory of my wonderful
husband
Gayle M. Wedeking

Robert Woolf, DDS
– Dr. William and Kathy Ten Pas

The Tooth Taxi was created
through a unique partnership with . . .

www.SmileOnOregon.org | P.O. Box 2448 | Wilsonville, OR 97070 | (503) 594-0880
DFO is the charitable arm of the Oregon Dental Association

BREAKING NEWS

Tooth Taxi
Reaches
Year-One
Milestone!

Over 4,250

students served

and $1,001,742 in

free dental care

provided.

Turn to
TOOTH TAXI, page 3 �



Dear friends,

Fabiola was a pregnant mother who had never been to
the dentist when she walked into the Virginia Garcia
Dental Clinic during her second trimester. She had
chronic periodontal disease, bleeding gums and pain in
her wisdom teeth — and no idea that periodontal
infection during pregnancy can lead to premature and
low-birth-weight babies. Fabiola’s story and the great
work of the Virginia Garcia Dental Clinic, one of our
2009 Community Grantees, is featured in this report on
page 1. Since its inception, the Dental Foundation of
Oregon (DFO) has awarded more than $1 million to
nonprofit dental clinics and helped over 250,000
Oregonians get dental care and oral health education.

Our Tooth Taxi is serving more than 4,000 kids a year
and delivering over $1 million in free care annually.
Read what the Tooth Taxi did on its “summer vacation”
serving Oregon Child Development Coalition (OCDC)
and Boys & Girls Clubs sites on page 5. We also
introduce a special Volunteer Spotlight on page 5
featuring dental hygienist Molly Morse who has served
several tours of duty on the Tooth Taxi. Also check out
our Volunteer Hall of Fame list.

This fall we kick-off our new fundraising campaign:
Stand Up for Children’s Oral Health. I can’t think of a

better example of standing up for what you believe in
than the example set by the ODS Companies, which
once again is matching donations for the fall campaign
up to $35,000. Thank you ODS for being an outstanding
friend of DFO and children’s oral health in Oregon.

I know you are asked for support by many nonprofit
organizations, and I also know that you understand
better than most how important good oral health is to a
child’s overall health and future. That is why I am
asking you to support our fall campaign with a donation
to DFO. If you have made a donation already this year,
thank you very much and please consider giving again.
If you are new to DFO, please show us where you stand
on children’s oral health and make an online donation
today at www.SmileOnOregon.org.

Thank you,

Charlie LaTourette
Executive Director
503-594-0881

2009 DFO Grants

Where do you stand?

The Dental Foundation
of Oregon board of
directors approved 2009
DFO Community Grants
to 15 nonprofit
organizations totaling
$56,300. Grants will
help provide dental
care, supplies and oral
health education to
nearly 20,000
individuals as well as
support nonprofit
organizations through
which hundreds of
Oregon dentists
volunteer in their
communities every year.

� �

Cecilia Alvarado
Geneva Alvord
Dr. Rick Asai
Vesta Baker
Joni Banry
Ciara Barton, RDH
Horacio Bazua
Sierra Bean
Mary Lou Beck
Dr. Andrea Beltzner
Amy Berg
Katie Bethel
Dr. Athena Bettger
Dr. Michael Biermann
Kathleen Brady
Judy Brink
Dr. Gerald Brouhard
Dominique Bryant, RDH
Diana Buswell
Dr. Jeff Carl
Molly Chai
Melissa Cheek, RDH
Sayaka Chujo
Robert Cochrane
Rachel Coleman, EFDA
Leslie Combs
Dr. Sixto Contreras
Dr. Robert Darke
Michele Davidson
Dr. Tom Davis
Dr. James Delgado

Dr. Patricia DeMasi
Dr. Steven Deming
Jasmine Duenas
Miranda Duncan
Heather Ebert, RDH
Judy Edgerly
Molly Eisele
Kathi Engles, RDH
Dr. Kurt Ferré
Dr. Bruce Floor
Mandi Funk
Lydia Galan
LuAnn Gambala
Dr. Mike Goger
Nichole Hagar, EFDA
Stephanie Hagerty
Natalie Hardin
Leslie Harvey, RDH
Tina Hecker
Megan Hedrick
Dr. Weston W. Heringer, III
Dr. T.J. Higbee
Jennifer Hill
Dr. Thomas Holt
Dr. David Howerton
Janie Jaca
Leslie Jensen
Dr. Paul M. Jensen
Jim Jobes
Dr. Douglas Johnson
Cara Kao-Young, RDH

Dr. Gabriel M. Kennedy
Chanel Kim
Michelle Kline
Marisa Lam
Dr. Jay Lamb
Amanda Leong
Jodi Loper
Dr. April Love
Peggy Luke
Atsuko Magnuson
Diana Makhanov
Jamie Marcy
Dr. Cynthia Marshall
Rhonda McAlister
Kira Melan
Carmen Miller
Anne Mills
Molly Morse, RDH
Dr. Patrick Nearing
Vanessa Nehrkorn, RDH
Brian Neish
Cathy Nelson
Tiffany Neufeldt, RDH
Michelle Nevin
Ann Nguyen
Dr. Scott Nicholson
Virginia Olea, RDH
Kelsey Palmer
Nicole Pegues
Patty Peirano
Dr. Janet Peterson

Dr. Ken Peterson
Randi Petty
Iva Pissillo
Jill Pollard
Sarah Raike
Dr. Robert Rappleyea
Cindi Rasmussen, RDH
Elizabeth Reeser, RDH
Julie Reynolds
Dr. Steven Richardson
Audrey Riesen
Missy Runyon
Dr. Alireza Saber
Dr. Pat Sabin
Shirin Sabin, RDH
Shakiba Safari
Famie Santillian-Chin
Elisa Saphier
Dr. Megan Sapp
Dr. Corinne Schenk-Anderson
McKenzie Schofield
Dr. Chanda Scott
Dr. Sam Scott
Dr. Roger Sims
Tabitha Singleton
Dr. Steve E. Smith
Carol Sommers
Veronica Soto
Bethany Spence
Holly Spruance
Heather Stringham

Yelena Svintsitskiy
Dr. William S. Ten Pas
Kristen Thomas
Anne Thompson
Rachel Traaen
LeAnn Traylor
Dr. Kyle Van
John Van Leeuwen
Jennie Vu
Dr. Erica Waldau
Dr. Chris Walker
Liz Whiting
Jennifer Wilkeson
Dr. Henry C. Windell
Debra Wong
Dr. Jon Woods
Louisa Woodworth
Vanessa Wren
Dr. Lisa Yarborough
Dr. Joni D. Young
Patricia Zepp
William Zepp
Barb Zukin

Thank you, Tooth Taxi volunteers (as of 8/31/09)

Klamath Falls
Klamath Child & Family Treatment CenterCommunity Health Center

Medford

OHSU School of Dentistry
Pediatric Department
Portland

Multnomah Dental Society; Crook County CHIP
Prineville

Beaverton Rotary Foundation Inc.
 Beaverton

Boys & Girls Club of Corvallis
 Corvallis

Siskiyou Community Health Center
Grants Pass

Boys & Girls Club of Salem 
 Salem

Salem Keizer Head Start Program;

Assistance League of Eugene;
Eugene

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Dental Program;

White Bird Clinic;

Virginia Garcia Memorial Foundation
 Cornelius

Oregon Coast Community Action
Coos Bay

2009
Grants

CORPORATE
AND FOUNDATION
GIVING 2009:

DENTAL CHAMPIONS
$100,000

The ODS Companies
OEA Choice Trust

HUMANITARIAN
$25,000

Anonymous
The Collins Foundation
Oregon Dental Association

BENEFACTOR
$10,000 - $24,999

Fred Meyer Fund
Juan Young Trust

CONTRIBUTOR
$1,000 - $4,999

Advantage Dental Plan
Ashforth Pacific, Inc.
BnK Construction, Inc.
Bogulmil, Holzgang & Harris
Burkhart Dental
Casa Bruno *
Clackamas County Dental Society
Columbia Community Bank
Consani Seims Limited
Creamer & Associates, P.C.
DAISY
Dentists Benefits Insurance
Company
Dentist Management Corporation
Endodonic Associates

Eugene C. Skourtes Foundation
Grasmajeto Fund of The Oregon
Community Foundation
Harvard Dental Group
JCW, Inc.
Multnomah Dental Society
O'Brien Dental Labs
OHSU School of Dentistry Alumni
Association
Oregon Convention Center
Pacific Continental Bank
Patterson Dental
R.V. Kuhns & Associates, Inc.
Samaritan Albany General
Hospital Foundation
The Partners Group
Washington County Dental
Society
Willamette Dental Group

DONOR
$1 - $999

ADI Mobile Health *
Apolloni Winery *
Artists Repertory Theatre *
Bergström Wines *
Bradley Vineyards *
Cameron Winery *
Dental Hygiene Study Club
Dobbes Family Estate Winery *
Doctor of Dentistry Magazine *
Dragontree *
E & R Wine Shop, Inc. *
Elk Cove Vineyards *
Embassy Suites Portland
Downtown *
Erath Winery *
Fossil Cartel *
Full Sail Brewing *
Heathman Hotel *
Hilton Vancouver Washington *

High Desert Museum *
India House Restaurant *
Inn at Cannon Beach *
Ironstone Bank *
Jakes Grill *
Langdon Farms Golf Club *
Lange Estate Winery and
Vineyards *
Lloyd Center Ice Rink *
Marine Discovery Tours *
Marriott Downtown on the
Waterfront *
Maryhill Museum of Art *
McCormick & Schmick's Seafood
Restaurants *
McMenamins *
Nossa Familia Coffee
Oak Knoll Winery *
Oregon Academy of Pediatric
Dentistry
Oregon Coast Aquarium *
Oregon Dental Hygienists
Association
Oregon Historical Society *
Ocean Lodge *
Oregon Shakespeare Festival *
Panther Creek Winery *
Portland Beavers and Timbers *
Portland Opera *
Portland Spirit *
Portland White House *
Purple Cow Winery *
Professional Practice

Specialists, Inc.
Reustle Vineyard *
RiverPlace, a Larkspur Hotel *
River's Edge Winery *
Riverside Golf and Country Club *
Rock Creek Country Club *
SakéOne *
Shikosha, Inc. Dental Lab
Shilo Inns Suites Hotels *
Silvan Ridge Winery *
Spirit Mountain Casino, an

enterprise of the Confederated
Tribes of Grand Ronde *
Sunriver Resort *
Torii Mor Winery *
Wachovia Foundation
West Coast Game Park Safari *
Wildhorse Resort Casino *
Wildlife Safari *
Wild Rose Vineyard *
Wines by Joe *

INDIVIDUAL
GIVING 2009:

BENEFACTOR
$2,500 - $4,999

Anonymous
Dr. Rick and Betsy Asai
Dr. Ken and Susan Berg
George "Jim" Darke, DDS
David J. Dowsett, DMD
Robert and Roje Gootee
Paul M. Madden, DMD
Patrick Nearing DMD and Barb
Zukin

PATRON
$1,000 - $2,499

Anonymous
Karen Anderegg
Teri Barichello, DMD
Tom Base, DMD
Christ Bouneff, DMD
Kae S. Cheng, DMD, MD
Mary Clark
Christopher Elliott
Andrew and Susan Franklin
Dr. Mike and Suzann Goger
Gregory L. Hartman, DMD
David Howerton, DMD

Marc Jenquin
Jon Jurevic
Keith and Linda Lovett
Tom Madison, DDS
C.J. and Jill McLeod
Don Oman *
George Passadore
Matt Pizzuti
John Paul *
Robin Richardson
Dr. Steve and Anne Simmons
Aaron B. Stensvad, DMD
Marty Stewart
Dr. William and Kathy Ten Pas
William and Patricia Zepp

FRIEND
$500 - $999

Anonymous
Thomas M. Bell, DDS
Amy Benson, RDH
Mary Beth Bowman, DMD
Fred Bremner, DMD *
Dr. Bruce and Constance Burton
Doreen Crail
Marc Cortes
Linda Haglund *
Richard L. Haglund, DMD
Dr. James and Debbie Johnsen
Charles and Cathy LaTourette
Marta Monetti
Tracie Murphy
Katherine T. Nguyen, DMD
Dr. Kenneth and Beverly Peterson
Thomas D. Pollard, DMD
Jessica Russum
Fred E. Scott, DMD

Turn to

DONORS page 8 �

Thank you to our donors (as of 8/31/2009)
We are grateful for all those who make this work possible. Thank you for helping us make a difference for Oregon children.
* indicates in-kind donation
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with matching funds from ODS 

DOUBLE THE DIFFERENCE YOU CAN MAKE

Your contribution to THE DENTAL FOUNDATION OF OREGON can have twice the 

 impact with matching funds from ODS. ODS is jump-starting the foundation’s fall

 annual giving campaign with generous matching funds. Donations from dentists and

 dental offices — up to $35,000 — will be matched through December 31, 2009.

Don’t miss this opportunity to make your tax-deductible contribution go twice as far.

 Donate online! Visit www.SmileOnOregon.org or call 503-594-0880.

Some players are just more
committed

to the

game.
Save the Date

May 21, 2010

Chip! for Teeth
Riverside Golf & Country Club

For sponsorship and player
information call DFO at

503-594-0880

Completing its first year on the road
September 3, 2009, the Tooth Taxi
mobile dental van has surpassed
expectations serving over 4,250
children and delivering $1,001,742
in free dental services.

The Tooth Taxi provided
comprehensive and preventive care

to underserved children in over 45
schools and communities
throughout Oregon. “We are very
excited about reaching this
milestone,” said Charlie LaTourette,
DFO’s executive director. “The
program is making a significant
difference in the lives of thousands
of Oregon children, and we are very
grateful to the Tooth Taxi staff, our
partners OEA Choice Trust and ODS
Companies, and our many
volunteers and donors for helping to
make it a success.”

Tooth Taxi Reaches
Year-One Milestone!
Over 4,250 students

served and $1,001,742 in

free dental care provided

BREAKING NEWS
Community Grants
Surpass Million
Dollar Mark

With the 2009 grants, the Dental
Foundation has reached the milestone
of giving more than $1 million to
nonprofit dental programs that have
helped over 250,000 Oregonians get
dental care and oral health education.
“Supporting nonprofit dental programs
is an important part of what we do,”
said Charlie LaTourette, DFO’s
executive director. “It is especially
important during this economic
recession that we take care of Oregon’s
children — certainly one of our most
vulnerable populations.”



Michelle Kline joined
the Tooth Taxi staff in
August as our
certified dental
assistant. She is
certified in radiology
and expanded
functions. Prior to the
Tooth Taxi, Michelle

worked in private practice for six
years and spent the past year at ODS
in Dental Customer Service. Michelle

hails from Portland, attended PCC
for dental assisting and has a
bachelor’s degree in science from
Oregon State University. Michelle
loves spending time outdoors; her
favorite spots are Bend and the
Oregon coast. Michelle enjoys
gardening and working with kids,
and she is looking forward to
making a difference in her new
position and discovering new areas
of Oregon.

Molly Morse, RDH
Registered Dental Hygienist

My name is Molly Morse, and I am a
registered dental hygienist that has
spent time volunteering on the Tooth
Taxi. I am originally from Minnesota
and went to dental hygiene school at
Lake Superior College in Duluth,
Minn., after finishing my bachelor’s
degree in community health at
Minnesota State University in
Mankato, Minn. I practiced hygiene
in Minnesota for two years before
moving to Oregon. I lived in Bend,
Ore., until December 2007, when I
moved to Portland to join my
husband while he attends dental
school, which he will finish in 2011.
We have four “kids”: Wyatt is our
two-and-a-half-year-old son, Paige is
our three-month-old daughter, and
Mac and Mabel are our seven-year-
old Labrador retrievers. In our spare
time (what is that?), we like spending
time as a family in the outdoors,
watching movies or just enjoying the
entertainment of a two-and-a-half-
year-old!

I grew up in a middle-class family,
and as a child, I believed that all kids
went to the dentist — this is not the
case. I also was raised to try and help
people in need. I have a unique skill
that some people may not have

access to on their own, and the Tooth
Taxi enables me to give back. After
doing my table clinic on pediatric
dental care in dental hygiene school, I
was hooked on pedo. I was blessed to
work as a pediatric hygienist for three
years but have now gone back to
general dentistry. Volunteering on the
Tooth Taxi gives me a chance to work
with kids again, and I love it! Helping
kids realize the importance of good
dental care and making an impact on
their health is so rewarding. I may
not recognize each child if I saw him
or her again, but the impact they
make on me with a “thank you” and
a smile after treatment is
overwhelming.

��

During our summer
“vacation” from visiting
schools throughout Oregon,
the Tooth Taxi was kept
very busy
providing free
dental care
and oral
health
education to
children at
Oregon Child
Development
Coalition (OCDC) sites that
serve children of migrant
and seasonal farm workers
during Oregon’s peak
agricultural months. The
van visited OCDC sites in
Cornelius, The Dalles,
Gresham, Woodburn,
Independence and Madras.
In addition, the Tooth Taxi
visited the Police Activities
League summer program,
the Children’s Community
Clinic in Portland, the
Multnomah Educational
Service District (MESD)
summer migrant program,
and a Boys & Girls Club site
in Albany. Our summer
vacation efforts provided
dental services to more
than 650 children, and we
delivered over $145,000 in
free dental care. We are
grateful to the many
volunteer dentists,
hygienists and dental
assistants who helped make
our visits successful. For a
complete list of our
incredible Tooth Taxi
volunteers see page 7.

Dr. Mike Murat
appropriate instruction, a video
presentation and lecture. Each
patient receives an oral hygiene
kit, and parents are asked to
attend two classes. Neomi Rios
(above) delivers an in-class oral
health education session to
pregnant mothers.

Between 2008 and 2009, 102
women participated in the OB
Baby Dental Project, attending
hygiene visits and participating
in oral health education
sessions. Program participants

showed positive health
outcomes with their
pregnancies and deliveries. Of
the 102 OB Baby Dental Project
participants, only
one baby was
born at low birth
weight and two
were born
prematurely —
while 10 low-
birth-weight
babies were born
to mothers who
did not participate
in the OB Baby
Dental Project.

Fabiola, a
pregnant mother
who had never
had previous
dental care, was
able to participate in the OB
Baby Dental Project. “We were
able to provide extensive
periodontal treatment that
resulted in healthy gums and a
very pleased patient,” said
Karen Hall, dental hygienist at

the Virginia Garcia Dental
Clinic. “She not only received
needed treatment, but she
attended the education sessions

for pregnant
women, which help
women learn to
clean their own
teeth, their baby’s
teeth, the teeth of
other children and
her other family
members.”

Fabiola’s story is just
one example of how
the OB Baby Dental
Project, supported
by a DFO
Community Grant,
impacts entire
families. Fabiola’s
baby has a head

start on healthy teeth and gums,
and Fabiola’s other family
members have already gained
the tools they need to maintain
good oral health and overall
wellness.

VIRGINIA GARCIA continued from page 1

Neomi Rios

In September, the Tooth Taxi
stopped at the Portland
Community Transition School
before hitting the road again to
visit schools and one OCDC site
in southern Oregon with stops in
Ashland, Grants Pass,
Canyonville and Myrtle Creek.
October and falling leaves will
greet the staff as they visit
Roseburg, Pine Eagle, Baker and
the city of Irrigon in Morrow

County. In November, the van
visits Santiam Canyon, Scio, The
Dalles, Gervais and Beaverton
before heading back to the
greater Portland area in
December to serve schools in the
Clackamas and Reynolds school
districts.

“We are looking forward to
taking care of children in these
communities,” said Mary Daly,
Tooth Taxi program manager.

“Working closely with our
partners, the OEA Choice Trust,
school officials and community
members, we will deliver
comprehensive and preventive
dental services to as many
children as possible.”

To see the full fall schedule, visit
the Foundation’s website at
www.SmileOnOregon.org.

Tooth Taxi Goes Back-to-School

“ Through our
valued partnership
with the Dental
Foundation of Oregon,
we are able to help
women improve their
own oral health, the
overall health of their
newborn infants and
the oral health of their
other children.

”—Christine Rontal MSW
VGMF Exec. Director

Tooth Taxi Volunteer Spotlight What We Did
on Our Summer
Vacation

Tooth Taxi Welcomes New Assistant

Michelle Kline,
Certified Dental
Assistant


